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Proposal, Site and Surroundings

On the 28th July 2021 a provisional Tree Preservation Order was placed on one Beech
tree in the grounds of Southwick Cemetery, Downsway, Southwick .

The order refers to a single Beech tree growing to the north of the main entrance
driveway from Downsway, adjacent to the boundary of number 51 Downsway. The TPO
was made as the Parks department had concerns that works could be carried out to the
tree by owners of the adjacent property or their agents that could disfigure the tree. The
tree is a feature of the area, and is considered important to the visual amenity and
character of the area that it is maintained appropriately.

Relevant Planning History

2021: Application for consent under Adur Tree Preservation Order No.2 of 2021 to
reduce radial spread to north by up to 2 to 3 metres one Beech tree T1.
Approved.

Consultations

None

Representations

One letter of objection has been received from the owner of 51 Downsway Southwick,
on the basis that protecting the tree is unnecessary as there are no works intended that
might damage it.

Relevant Planning Policies and Guidance

National Planning Policy Framework (July 2021)

Circular 04/07 ‘Tree Preservation Orders: A Guide to the Law and Good Practice’
(DETR 2000)

Planning Assessment

The tree is a large mature Beech growing to the northern side of the driveway of
Southwick Cemetery, close to the main entrance gates. The tree is prominent to the
area, and can be seen from many views.

The Beech tree T1 has a large diameter single stem to 2 metres, where it then divides
into two large stems: the northeast stem dividing at 2.5 metres, with each stem dividing
again at 4 metres. The west stem mostly persists to 6 metres, where it also divides into



several stems. The first secondary laterals emerge from 4 metres. The main crown is
dense and wide spread. Recent works were given consent to reduce radial spread to
north by up to 2 to 3 metres as there were some slightly over extended laterals close to
the neighbouring building.

The Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is to ensure that any future works can be controlled
by the Local Planning Authority. Members will note that an application was submitted
and approved for acceptable works to the tree earlier this year, but if the Order is not
confirmed then any future such works could be undertaken without recourse to the
Planning Authority. There is no suggestion that the current neighbour has any intention
to carry out works detrimental to the long term health of the tree, but a future change in
residency could occur and, without the Order, it would remain a risk that detrimental
works could be carried out.

Therefore in the interests of local amenity it is recommended that the TPO is confirmed.
It is not considered that there are any extra resource implications as a result of the
serving of the Order given that the tree is owned by the Council.

Recommendation

That Adur Tree Preservation Order No.2 of 2021 is confirmed.


